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A method for detecting a target nucleic acid in a 
sample, comprising the steps of: 



amplifying a region of said target nucleic acid by 



polymerase chain reaction method in the presence of a fluorescent 
pigment whose fluorescence intensity is increased upon 
intercalation into a double-stranded nucleic acid; and 



measuring the fluorescence intensity of said 



fluorescent pigment before and after said polymerase chain 
reaction, whereby an increase in fluorescence intensity is 
indicative of the presence of said target nucleic acid or 

a method for quantifying a target nucleic acid in a 
sample, comprising the steps of: 



Count 1 



amplifying a region of said target nucleic acid by 
polymerase chain reaction method in the presence of a fluorescent 
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pigment whose fluorescence intensity is increased upon 
intercalation into a double-stranded nucleic acid; 

monitoring the fluorescence intensity of said 
fluorescent pigment during said polymerase chain reaction; and 

determining the quantity of said target nucleic acid in 
said sample. 
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